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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES REID, of the city
and State of New York, have invented, made,
and applied to use & certain new and useful
Improvement in Fire-Arms; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, elear, and
exact description of my said invention, refer-
ence being had to the annexed drawings, mak-
Ing part of this specification, wherein—

Figure 1 is a side view of my fire-arm. Tig.
2 18 a section of the cylinder and chambers.

and Fig. 3 is a rear view of the nipple-breech.

- Similar marks of reference denote the same
parts. | |

- The nature of my said invention consists in
a nipple-breech .screwed into the rear end of
thechamberofarevolvingcylinder, said breech
being of the size of the barrel, and capable of
being easily removed, so that the arm can e

fired with a charge of ordinary powder and

‘ball by a percussion-cap; or the said breech-
‘nipple can be removed and fixed ammunition
Introduced, consisting of the copper case con-
taining the powder and base of the ball with
thefulminating materialin theflange surround-
Ing the base. Thus my fire-arm is adapted to
the various circumstances that may arise, and
the arm may be used with ordinary ammunition
1f the fixed ammunition gives out.

a represents the barrel; b b, the straps or

connecting-bars to the stock or handle ¢.
~d is the revolving cylinderon the axis 1, and

2 2 are the chambers in said evlinder. - These

chambers are bored entirely through the cyl-

inder, and a screw-thread is formed around the

rear end of each chamber, as shown in Fig. 2.
¢ 1s a breech, screwed into the rear end of

the chamber by any sunitable wrench or driver

acting 1n notches 3 3 in a flange surrounding
the rear edge of said breech. This breech is
recessed so as to leave a nipple, 4, within the
sald breech, upon which an ordinary percus-
- s1on-cap is to be placed. |
Jisahammer,actnated by any ordinary mecl-
aunism, the end of which is formed with a pro-
Jecting rib, and the part 5 of said rib projects
slightly beyond the face of the hammer, and
this part enters one of the notches 3'3 as the
hamner 1s projected to strike the cap on the
nipple 4, the part 6 of said rib taking the cap.
- Whenthenipple-breech eisremoved the open
rear end of the chamber or barrel is adapted

| to receive the fixed ammunition, as shown at

containing the fulminate at 9. The powder at
7 and the ball at S are to be as usual.
When the piece is fired the hammer f strikes
the cartridge, exploding the detonating mate-
‘rial at 9, the projedting part 5 penetrating said
l case, as usual. By this shape at the frontend

the fixed cartridge.

sustained at thé rear by the recoil-plate %, the
hammer passing through a slot in the same;
and at the side of this recoil-plate is-the seg-
mental plate ¢, set on and attached by the screw
10; and I1 is a small latch or catch to hold
said plate in place, and a projecting flange on
the side of this plate ¢ covers the base of the

but when this plate is turned aside, as repre-
sented by dotted lines in Fig. 1, the cartridges

screwed and withdrawn or inserted, as may be
needed for the ordinary or fixed ammunition.

- I donotelaim a cylinder with removable sec-
‘tions, either perforated or provided with cones,
as shown in the patentof 1. J. Mayall, Novem-
ber 25, 1562, whereby the entire cylinder can

| be adapted to ordinary or fixed ammunition.

Neither do I claim a breech fitted to serew into

ple for a cap; but o

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18— :

1. The nipple-breeches screwed into the rear

rear of the eylinder fitted in*such a manner as
to allow of the removal of said screw-nipple
breeches and the introduction of fixed ammu-
nition, as set forth. .

on the side of the recoil-plate 2 to cover the
rear ends of the cartridges in the chambers 2
2, as set forth. B -

In witness whereof I have hercunto set my
signatare this 24th day of December, 1862. |

JAMES REID.

Witnesses: o
LEMUEL W, SERRELL,
THOS. GEO. HAROLD. -

g, In which the copper case is represented as

the hammer is adapted to either the nipple or

The cylinder d and the fixed ammunition are

cartridges g and prevents the same falling out; -

can be introduced, or the nipple-breech un-

the rear of a barrel and provided with a nip-

ends of the chambers in the revolving eylin-
der, in combination with the recoil-plate at the

2. The segmental plate ¢, ﬁl:tedl,_.‘.a-s;speciﬁecLl |
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